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1. Introduction 

St Catherine’s College is the largest college within Oxford University and teaches both 
undergraduate and graduate students. Although one of the youngest Oxford Colleges, we can 
trace our roots back to 1868, when a ‘Delegacy for Non-Collegiate Students’ was formed. This 
Delegacy enabled students to gain an Oxford education without the prohibitive costs of college 
membership. 

This founding ethos of inclusion is still evident today, and the College has an open, friendly and 
diverse community amongst its Students, Fellows and Alumni. 

Our modern college, affectionately known as St Catz, was founded in 1962 by our Founding 
Master, Lord Alan Bullock. Designed by Danish architect, Arne Jacobsen, our Grade I listing 
buildings were the first to be granted such status in the post-war era. Jacobsen’s plans for the 
college did not include a chapel, defining us as a secular college and setting us apart from other 
Oxford colleges, most of which have a religious foundation. 

Whilst treasuring the traditional values of Oxford college life, we are committed to evolving with 
today’s society, which is reflected in our College motto ‘Nova et Vetera’: the new and the old. 

 

1.1 College Contact Details 

College address: St Catherine’s College 
   Manor Road 
   Oxford 
   OX1 3UJ 

Telephone:  01865 271 700 

Email:   lodge@stcatz.ox.ac.uk 

Website:  https://www.stcatz.ox.ac.uk/ 
    

1.2 Information and Regulations for Members of the College 

To view the information and regulations for members of the college, please click here. This 
booklet includes important information regarding the college’s disciplinary and complaints 
procedure, academic code of practice and residency requirements, alongside a range of other 
information covering domestic matters and the payment of fees. 

 

1.3 Term Dates 

Oxford's year is divided into three terms and three vacations. Within each term, a "Full Term" of 
eight weeks is the main teaching period.  

You can view the dates of term on the university website here. 

mailto:lodge@stcatz.ox.ac.uk
https://www.stcatz.ox.ac.uk/
https://www.stcatz.ox.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Regulations.pdf
https://www.ox.ac.uk/about/facts-and-figures/dates-of-term


 

A number of postgraduate courses are subject to extended terms. The above webpage also lists 
dates of extended terms for these courses. Please be aware that many courses have Public 
Examinations after the end of Full Term.  

  



 

2. Freshers Week and Matriculation 

 

2.1 Graduate Freshers Week Timetable 

Rooms:   

AGC = Ainsworth Graduate Centre 

BSB = Bernard Sunley Building 

JCR = Junior Common Room 

Hall marquee = Dining Hall marquee 

Hall annexe = Dining Hall marquee events area 

MCR = Top floor of Ainsworth Graduate Centre 

Raptakos = 1st floor of Ainsworth Graduate Centre 

 

(S) Sign up is required for the MCR social events marked (S) 

(P) Partners are welcome to participate in the MCR social events marked (P) 

(F) Partners and children are welcome to participate in the family-friendly MCR social events 
marked (F) 

(We request that you sign up for events so we can get a rough estimate of attendees, but feel 
free to join in if your plans change and you can attend after all. If you would like to be added 
to a College/Subject Family, but didn’t initially sign up, please reach out to the Committee 
in Freshers’ Week.) 

Events in bold are obligatory for full-time students 

Sunday 1 October 

15.00 (S) (F) Picnic in Angel and Greyhound Meadow (near Catz House, food will 
be provided) 
Sign up is required for this event 

Meet outside 
Porters’ Lodge 

19.00 (S) Pizza, music and movie night 

Sign up is required for this event 

 

MCR  

Monday 2 October 

12.00 College Library drop-in session  

14.30-15.30 College tour Meet outside 
AGC 

 

16.00-18.00 (S) Coffee, tea and biscuits MCR  



 

Information Session: Navigating Oxford – almost everything you need to know 
while you are here 

Sign up is required for this event 

19.00 (S) Group dinner with your College family 

(details to be announced in freshers’ week) 

Sign up is required for this event 

 

21.00 Welcome party MCR and 
Raptakos 

Tuesday 3 October 

 Final date for Graduate Freshers to arrive  

10.00-12.00 (S) (F) Breakfast 

Sign up is required for this event 

MCR and 
Raptakos 

12.00 College Library drop-in session  

20.00 (S) College MCR bar trip 

Sign up is required for this event 

Meet outside 
AGC 

 

Wednesday 4 October 

09.30-10.45 Graduate Registration 

Surnames: A-G: 9.30-9.55 H-P: 9.55-10.20 Q-Z: 10.20-10.45 

Lodge ground 
floor and 
Arumugam 1.1 
and 1.2 
(separated) 

11.00 Introduction by the Master, the Tutor for Graduates, the Deputy Academic 
Registrar, the Home Bursar, the Dean and IT Manager 

Hall marquee 

12.00 College Library drop-in session for graduate students Library (use rear 
entrance from 
Old MCR 
garden) 

13.00-14.00 MCR information session (important) Arumugam 2.1 
/ 2.2 set up 
theatre style 

14.45 Meet to walk to Freshers’ Fair Meet outside 
AGC 

15.00-16.00 Oxford Student Union Freshers’ Fair in the Examination Schools, 75-81 High 
Street, OX1 4BG 

 

16.15-17.00 Information session about Oxford Rowing and St Catz Boat Club with the Captain 
of Boats 

MCR 



 

17.15-17.45 (S) Consent Workshop (important) 

Sign up is required for this event 

MCR and 
Raptakos 

18.00 MCR Welfare Talk with the Dean, the Panel of Advisors, the Junior Deans 
and the Peer Supporters 

Arumugam 2.1 
and 2.2 set up 
theatre style 

18.30 (S) Group dinner with your subject family 

(details to be announced in freshers’ week) 

Sign up is required for this event 

External event 

21.30 Post-dinner get together at The Cape of Good Hope 

 

 

Thursday 5 October 

12.00 College Library drop-in session specifically for graduate students Library (use rear 
entrance from 
Old MCR 
garden) 

13.00-15.00 Catz Clubs and Societies Freshers’ Fair  JCR marquee 

17.30-19.00 (S) (F) Ice-skating at the Oxford Ice Rink 

Sign up is required for this event 

Meet outside 
AGC 

20.30 (S) MCR Pub Quiz and cocktail/mocktail night 

Sign up is required for this event 

 

MCR  

 

Friday 6 October 

10.00-11.00 Fire Safety Talk (compulsory for Graduate Students living in College or St 
Catherine’s House)  

Hall marquee 

12.00 College Library drop-in session specifically for graduate students Library (use rear 
entrance from 
Old MCR 
garden) 

13.45-14.45 MCR Committee recruitment – find out about running for positions on the MCR 
Committee 

MCR  

15.00-16.00 (S) College Tour Meet outside 
AGC 

18.45-19.15 Reception for Graduate Freshers and College Advisors 

(Dress code: informal but smart) 

SCR Hall 
annexe 

19.15 Dinner for Graduate Freshers and College Advisors 

(Dress code: informal but smart) 

Hall marquee 



 

20.00 Post-dinner reception with College Advisors MCR and 
Raptakos  

 

Saturday 7 October 

 Various times throughout the day: Clubs and Societies taster sessions (details at 
Catz Clubs and Societies Freshers’ Fair) 

 

10.30-12.00 (S) Welfare brunch 

Sign up is required for this event 

MCR and 
Raptakos  

12.00-14.00 (S) Consent Workshop (important) 

Sign up is required for this event 

MCR and 
Raptakos  

14.00-15.00 College Tour Meet outside 
AGC 

15.00-18.00 (F) Games and Takeaway at Catz House 

Outdoor games weather permitting 

Catz House 
OX4 1DT 

20.30 MCR bar night and mixology session MCR and 
Raptakos 

Sunday 8 October 

 Various times throughout the day: Clubs and Societies taster sessions (details at 
Catz Clubs and Societies Freshers’ Fair) 

 

12.30-17.30 (S) Rowing introduction and taster sessions 

Sign up is required for this event 

 

 

Tuesday 10 October 

18.30-19.00 You are invited to drop in to meet your College Doctor and Team 

Do you have a medical condition that needs regular medication? 

Are your immunisations up to date? 

Get your blood pressure checked 

Northgate 
Health Centre 
OX1 3HL 

Saturday 14 October 

 Matriculation Ceremony 

(compulsory for all part-time and full-time students unless they have 
previously matriculated through St Catherine’s or another Oxford college) 

 

11.15 Registration and Dean of Degree’s presentation (important)  Arumugam – 2nd 
floor (for 
postgraduate 
students) 



 

12.15 Matriculation Lunch Hall marquee  

14.15 Process from the Hall to the Sheldonian Theatre for the Matriculation 
Ceremony 

 

16.00 Matriculation Photograph – (important) Assemble in the 
Quad 

21.00 SubFusc Party MCR and 
Raptakos 

 

 

2.2 Matriculation Information  

Matriculation is a ceremony that confers membership of the University on students. All 
incoming undergraduate students are required to attend, unless you have previously attended a 
matriculation ceremony. All students are required to wear academic dress for the ceremony. For 
further information, see section 4.2 – Academic Outfitters.  

Your Matriculation ceremony will be held on Saturday 14th October 2023. The College Office 
will provide further information regarding Matriculation in due course, but you should keep this 
date free, as your attendance will be required.  

 

 

  



 

3. College Life  

 

3.1 Map of Catz 

You can view an interactive, digital college map here. 

3.2 UPay Instructions 

Catz is a cashless college. Payments for meals, drinks at the bar etc. are all made by swiping your 
university card. Your university card acts as a pre-paid debit card and you load money onto it via the 
UPay website (https://www.upay.co.uk/app/).  

To register with UPay, you will need to know that the College’s Affiliate ID is 85, and your personal User 
ID is the same as your University student number.  

UPay will allow you to top up your card for purchases in College, pay your battles, and book and pay for 
college events. Parents and guardians may also top up your cashless account using your unique log-in 
details. Please note there is a maximum payment amount of £2,000 per transaction when using a debit or 
credit card. 

 

 

 

https://www.stcatz.ox.ac.uk/prospective-students/explore-catz/
https://www.upay.co.uk/app/
https://www.upay.co.uk/app/


 

How to pay your battles using UPay: 

To pay your battles, go to the UPay website (https://www.upay.co.uk/app/) and login using your UPay 
account details. 

 
 

On the next screen, select the link indicated by the red arrow in the screen capture below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.upay.co.uk/app/
https://www.upay.co.uk/app/


 

On the drop-down menu that appears, select payments: 

 

 

Next, press the green arrow as indicated below: 

 

 



 

 

Enter the amount that you need to pay and the invoice number if you have it (this field can be left blank): 

 

On the next screen, enter your debit or credit card information and confirm the payment; you will then 
receive an e-mailed confirmation of the transaction. 

 

3.3 Graduate Research Expenses Fund  

A small fund exists to which graduates may apply for help with research expenses, particularly for 
fieldwork, attendance at conferences, or visiting libraries with material unobtainable in Oxford. It can also 
be used for help towards the costs of books, printing, photocopying, thesis binding and continuation 
charges. 

Full-time graduate students accrue an entitlement to claim £268 for each year that they have been 
enrolled and paying University and College fees for their current programme of study, up to a maximum 
of three years, and part-time graduate students accrue an entitlement to claim £134 for each year that they 
have been enrolled and paying University and College fees for their current programme of study, up to a 
maximum of six years. This amount may be carried forward if it was not spent in the year in which it was 
accrued, but it cannot be carried forward to a new programme of study, and the student must be a current 
enrolled graduate member of the University to be eligible to apply. A claim may be submitted at any point 
during the academic year. 

Students should apply in writing to the Academic Office (Email: college.office@stcatz.ox.ac.uk), giving 
details of the amount of funding required and the use to which it will be put, together with their bank 
details. A letter of support from the student’s supervisor or course director must also be supplied. 
Afterwards the applicant should supply (copies of) receipts and a brief write-up. 

 



 

Applicants are expected to apply to their Department or Faculty as well as to the College for financial 
support. 

 

3.4 Sembal & Trump Clinical Medicine Fund 

Clinical medicine students on the 2nd BM or accelerated graduate entry medicine course are entitled to 
claim up to £248 from the Sembal Fund towards books and equipment and up to £701 from the Trump 
Fund towards travel and other expenses associated with their elective. Claims may be submitted at any 
point during the course. 

Students should apply to the Academic Office (Email: college.office@stcatz.ox.ac.uk) in writing, giving 
details of the amount of funding required and the use to which it will be put, together with their bank 
details. A letter of support from the student’s tutor must also be supplied together with (copies of) 
receipts. 

 

3.5 Financial Information for All Graduate Students 

Battels: You are personally responsible for the payment of course fees, charges for rooms and other 
services. Students are billed via ‘battels’ (the Oxford term for an invoice for fees and charges) annually in 
advance at the beginning of Michaelmas Term for course fees, and termly in advance at the beginning of 
each term for room charges. Each term payment is due by the end of the first week of term – Friday 13 
October for Michaelmas Term 2023 – and your first battels bill will be sent to your Oxford email address 
in early October. 

Your first term as a student in the College may be your first experience of meeting the costs of your own 
living expenses. Most students manage their financial affairs without difficulty, but you will understand 
that the College has to be run efficiently and it attaches great importance to the avoidance of debt. Any 
unpaid accounts after the Friday of First Week (Friday 13 October) are surcharged at the compound rate 
of 2% of the outstanding amount per month, automatically, unless you have made a prior arrangement 
with the College Accountant. Should you find yourself in difficulty or need financial advice, please 
contact the College Accountant (email: carey.forster@stcatz.ox.ac.uk). 

Payment methods: 

(1) Online via the UPay system – further information will be sent with your first battels bill 

(2) Cheque payable to ‘St Catherine’s College, Oxford’ 

(3) Debit card payment at the Accounts Office 

(4) Bank transfer – please contact Cathy Steiner (email: cathy.steiner@stcatz.ox.ac.uk) for 
information. 

Room charges: If you have been allocated college accommodation, your room charge for Michaelmas 
Term 2023 will be £26.18 per day; this includes room (but not meals), duvet, pillows, bed linen (but not 
towels).  

St Catherine’s College sets its room charges on the basis of annual discussions between representatives of 
Common Rooms and College Officers. Those discussions focus on a full review of the actual costs of 
running the residential side of the College’s operation and an assessment as to how those costs might fall 
or increase between the point at which those discussions take place (usually just after Christmas) and the 
next academic year. Junior members can have a very real influence on the level of charge that is set. 
Where costs fall or rise in one year, the effect of that decrease or increase in expenditure will feed through 

mailto:carey.forster@stcatz.ox.ac.uk


 

to charges in the following year. The College separately identifies the elements of the room charge which 
cover the costs of gas, electricity and water. In each of these areas consumption by students has an effect 
on the charge. Consequently, it is important to turn off lights and equipment when they are not needed.  

Consideration should be given to eating meals in Hall rather than staircase pantries - this will reduce 
electricity usage (currently with a higher carbon emission bill than gas) and wrapping waste brought into 
College. Controlling heating (supplied by gas boilers) by turning down thermostats, rather than by 
opening windows will help in terms of reducing gas charges. Sensible use of water will assist in keeping 
costs down in that area as well. The separately identified charges are related to the introduction of the 
Carbon Commitment Efficiency Scheme which the Government has introduced under the Climate 
Change Act. In future, in addition to charges for the consumption of gas and electricity, charges will be 
levied by Government on the carbon emissions associated with that use. If the College and Junior 
Members are to keep their costs down, it is becoming vitally important to be very careful about the use of 
gas and electricity. 

The College will review spending on gas, electricity and water at the end of Michaelmas Term 2023 and 
the end of Hilary Term 2023. If expenditure changes by more than 10%, either upwards or downwards, 
an increase or reduction will be applied. 

Alongside the important work that members of College can contribute by thinking about careful energy 
use, the College will continue its long standing programme of capital works (insulation, double-glazing, 
system improvements) to ensure that energy that is used, is used efficiently and effectively. 

University Card and UPay system: Every student will be issued with a University Card which serves to 
identify those entitled to use University and College facilities and services. The card is associated with an 
individual account which is accessed and credited online with money to purchase meals, drinks, 
photocopying and printing in College. It is also the easiest way of paying battels bills. The card also 
operates the door security system in College. You must report cases of lost or stolen cards to the Lodge 
immediately on discovering loss or theft so that the card can be cancelled. Requests for replacements for 
lost, stolen or damaged cards should be directed to the College Office (email: 
college.office@stcatz.ox.ac.uk). Unspent UPay balances at 31 October in the year in which a student 
member leaves the College are transferred to the St Catherine’s Fund. This fund is used to meet the costs 
of equipment purchases and projects voted for by the Junior and Middle Common Rooms. 

Meals: Breakfast is available in Hall at a cost of £3.33, lunch is available at a notional cost of £5.70, and 
the cost of dinner is £5.63. 

Laundrette: The College has a laundrette on site that provides washers and dryers for student use. A 
wash costs £1.40 and a tumble-dry costs £1.40. The laundrette is open 24 hours and students pay for the 
facility. An ironing room is provided on Staircase 2 free of charge. 

Review of charges: All charges are reviewed each year and changes come into force on 1 August. 

Bank accounts: It is essential that you open a student bank account when you arrive in Oxford. You will 
find that banks require several types of documentary evidence proving your identity and your 
correspondence address before and after admission to the College, and confirming your status as a 
student. 

Please contact the College if you are unsure about anything. Points of contact for financial matters are the 
College Accountant, Carey Forster (email: carey.forster@stcatz.ox.ac.uk) or the Fees and Investments 
Secretary, Cathy Steiner (email: cathy.steiner@stcatz.ox.ac.uk), who deals specifically with fee matters and 

student loans.  



 

3.6 Guide to College Library 

Opening hours 

Term-time (weeks 0th – 10th)  

Monday to Friday: 8am to midnight Saturdays & Sundays: 9am to midnight 

Vacation  

Vacation hours vary so please check the library door, webpage, and Twitter or Facebook page for details. 

Finding books 

SOLO (http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk) is Oxford's library catalogue. It provides details of books held by 
the University and by College libraries. SOLO allows you to search the entire catalogue, but if you only 
want to see books held by St. Catz, you can use the drop down menu to restrict your search. 

SOLO has many other features. For more details and a number of useful guides, please see 
http://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk and https://www.stcatz.ox.ac.uk/catz-students/library-it/ and 
remember, you can always email us if you need any help finding resources. 

Books are classified according to subject, and each catalogue record provides a book’s shelf-mark. The 
map overleaf shows where each subject and corresponding shelf-mark can be found in the St. Catz 
library. 

Borrowing books 

Please, reserve your printed books with the Click and Collect system on SOLO. Read the instructions 
and watch the videos at https://www.stcatz.ox.ac.uk/catz-students/library-it/ 

Up to 12 books may be borrowed for a period of up to 4 weeks (or until Friday of 8th Week if that is 
sooner). 

Vacation borrowing begins on Monday of 8th week, with books issued until 1st week of the following 
term. Emails are sent out to remind you when books are due back. 

Fines are charged for overdue books. The fine is 10p per book, per day. 

Readers must show their University cards to collect their reserved books and are personally responsible 
for all books taken out. The library reserves the right to charge the full replacement cost of any book not 
returned. 

Working in the Library 

Please help maintain a pleasant working environment in the library. Food is not permitted, and drinks are 
only allowed in a sealed cup or bottle. All noise must be kept to a minimum. Browsing the shelves is 
permitted. 

Other resources in the Library 

Reference books and a selection of periodicals can be found at the bottom of the first spiral staircase. 
The University also subscribes to an increasing number of electronic resources, including e-journals, e-
books and databases, which you can access using SOLO. 

Wireless is available in the library enabling you to connect via your laptop, and from the pcs in the North 
Seminar rooms. Please note use of the computers is subject to College and University computing 
regulations. 

A photocopier and printer is available in the porch, where the relevant copyright regulations and 
instructions are displayed. Payment is made via Upay. 

 

http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/
http://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/
https://www.stcatz.ox.ac.uk/catz-students/library-it/
https://www.stcatz.ox.ac.uk/catz-students/library-it/


 

Recommendations 

The library aims to acquire core texts for all undergraduate and graduate courses taught at the College. If 
you would like to make a recommendation, please email the librarians at  

library@stcatz.ox.ac.uk. Alternatively email your tutors asking them to forward details to us if they 
support the recommendation. 

A selection of new books is displayed near the issue desk and a termly accessions list is displayed on 
library, JCR, MCR and SCR notice boards. 

Staff  

Professor David Womersley, Fellow of the College, has overall responsibility for the library. The 
Librarian, Barbara Costa and the Library Assistant, Lucy Norman deal with the day-to-day running of the 
library. During term-time the librarians work between 8am and 5pm, Monday to Friday. At evenings and 
weekends graduate students invigilate the library and issue books. 

Contacts 

We are committed to supporting all of our students through their studies, including those with disabilities. 
If anyone finds they need extra support, please do not hesitate to email us or come talk to us about this. 
We will do our best to make sure you have the support you need from the library for your studies 

Please get in touch if you have any comments or questions: 

01865 281582 

library@stcatz.ox.ac.uk  

https://www.stcatz.ox.ac.uk/catz-students/library-it/ 

www.facebook.com/stcatzlibrary  

@StCatzLib- Twitter 

 

 

mailto:library@stcatz.ox.ac.uk
mailto:library@stcatz.ox.ac.uk
https://www.stcatz.ox.ac.uk/catz-students/library-
http://www.facebook.com/stcatzlibrary


  

 

  



  

 

3.7 Gym Induction Document 

The college has a well-equipped gymnasium with two squash courts and free-standing weights, weights 
machines, four ergometers, two running machines, two stationary bicycles, four ecliptical trainers and a 
step-machine.  

Student members who wish to use the gym are required to complete an induction, no matter how 
experienced an athlete they may be. If you intend to participate in any College sports, it is advisable that 
you take an induction course at the beginning of your time in Oxford.  

Click here to complete the College gym induction.  

 

3.8 Armed Incident Information Sheet 

 

  

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=G96VzPWXk0-0uv5ouFLPkR_DN4gzwaVIpSO2mp-7s3xUQ0hDMk1HTlNNSDIyVVRRVkdUMTBMUkFPNy4u


  

 

3.9 Endsleigh Insurance Information Sheet 

St Catz have partnered with Endsleigh Insurance to offer possessions cover for your student 
accommodation. You should confirm your cover following the instructions below: 

 

3.10 College Doctor Information 

A welcome letter and information from the College Doctor can be found here.  

 

3.11 College Student Support Scheme  

The College offers financial support to students if, for example, their financial circumstances 
have changed and they have already applied for other public funds. The funds available under 
this scheme are open to all students – undergraduate, graduate, UK and overseas. Details about 
applying can be found here. 

  

https://www.stcatz.ox.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/College-Doctor-Information.pdf
https://www.stcatz.ox.ac.uk/catz-students/fees-finance/


  

 

4. Living in Oxford 
 

4.1 Safe Cycling in Oxford 

 

 



  

 

4.2 Academic Outfitters in Oxford 

All students will be required to wear academic dress at various points during their university career, 
including at Matriculation, which will happen on Saturday 15th October 2022, and for university 
examinations.  

You can purchase academic dress from the suppliers listed below. Click here for guidance on what 
constitutes academic dress.  

 

https://www.ox.ac.uk/students/academic/dress
https://www.ox.ac.uk/students/academic/dress


  

 

 

4.3 Bodleian Libraries 

To view a map of all Bodleian libraries across Oxford, click here. 

 

  

https://www.stcatz.ox.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Map_of_Oxford_libraries_082020.pdf


  

 

4.4 Oxford Language Centre Courses 

 



  

 

4.5 Voter Registration Information 

 


