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            August 2023 

 

Dear Incoming Students,  

 

My colleagues at St Catz and I are really looking forward to welcoming you here to begin 

your degree in linguistics.  

 

We’re very proud of the linguistics community you’ll hopefully be part of here in 

College; we have around twenty undergraduate and graduate students in linguistics at 

any given time, an amazing collection of linguistics resources in the College library, and 

regular social events as a subject throughout term.  

 

Many of you may find that you have more time than you’d originally thought over the 

summer, so I’ve put together a brief list of books (enclosed) that you might like to 

consider reading. Please feel under no obligation to buy all of these. If a couple take your 

interest, check online to see if you can pick up cheap second-hand copies or PDFs. I 

would also strongly encourage you to explore the wealth of linguistics resources that are 

on YouTube; many of the authors of these books have online talks covering some of the 

same material. 

 

I hope very much that you enjoy your preparation and look forward to seeing you in 

October. 

 

Best wishes, 

Sam Wolfe 

 

 



 
 

 

Linguistics Reading  
 
Campbell, Lyle. 2013. Historical Linguistics: an introduction. Edinburgh: Edinburgh 
University Press. (You can also use the Kindle edition). 
 
Adger, David. 2019. Language Unlimited: The science behind our most creative power. 
Oxford: Oxford University Press.  
 
Berwick, Robert C. and Noam Chomsky. 2016. Why Only Us? Language and 
Evolution. Cambridge: MIT Press. 
 
Roberts, Ian. 2017. The wonders of language: or How to make noises and influence 
people. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. (You can also use the Kindle edition). 
 
Baker, Mark. 2002. The Atoms of Language: The Mind’s Hidden Rules of Grammar. 
New York: Basic Books.  
 
Bauer, Laurie and Peter Trudgill. 1998. Language Myths. London: Penguin. 

 
 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Historical-Linguistics-Introduction-Lyle-Campbell-ebook/dp/B07BH37Q9Z/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=lyle+campbell+historical+linguistics&qid=1588086198&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Language-Unlimited-Science-Behind-Creative/dp/0198828098/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=language+unlimited&qid=1588086329&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Why-Only-Us-Language-Evolution/dp/0262533499/ref=asc_df_0262533499/?tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=310856639426&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=15492793368377337744&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1006976&hvtargid=pla-310824945105&psc=1&th=1&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Why-Only-Us-Language-Evolution/dp/0262533499/ref=asc_df_0262533499/?tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=310856639426&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=15492793368377337744&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1006976&hvtargid=pla-310824945105&psc=1&th=1&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Wonders-Language-Noises-Influence-People-ebook/dp/B01MRSYZ2J/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=The+wonders+of+language%3A+or+How+to+make+noises+and+influence+people&qid=1588086453&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Wonders-Language-Noises-Influence-People-ebook/dp/B01MRSYZ2J/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=The+wonders+of+language%3A+or+How+to+make+noises+and+influence+people&qid=1588086453&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Atoms-Language-Minds-Hidden-Grammar/dp/0465005225/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=atoms+of+language&qid=1588086479&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Language-Myths-Laurie-Bauer/dp/0140260234/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=peter+trudgill&qid=1588086548&sr=8-2

